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sweeping everything before it
early mormonism in the
pine barrens of new jersey
stephen J fleming

in the summer of 1838 elder benjamin winchester fig 1i ventured
into monmouth county new jersey to preach to gospel 1 winchester was
the first mormon missionary to make it into the pine barrens an area so
named because of its sandy unproductive land soon the news went
abroad that a mormon preacher had made his appearance in the land
winchester wrote As to mormon principles and rules of faith the
and the people flocked out in
people knew nothing except by reports
crowds to hear yet at this time more out of curiosity than any thing else
once winchester began preaching to the people the people found his message so different from what they had expected that it caused a spirit of
inquiry so much so that I1 had calls in every direction the more winchester preached the greater the excitement so that in every town and
neighborhood where 1I had preached what the world calls mormonism
012
112
2
was the grand topic of conversation 312
after winchester s initial contact with the pine barrens he continued
to preach throughout the summer of 1838 particularly in hornerstown and
new egypt in october 1838 winchester organized the converts at
hornerstown numbering twenty eight into a branch in january 1839
winchester went east to toms river a coastal town there he preached and
baptized eleven people winchester finishes his account of his labors by saying 1 I feel myself authorized to say that the work of the lord is gaining
0133
113
ground in the region of country where 1I have been laboring 313
the work continued to progress in the years that followed erastus
snow worked as a missionary in the east from 1839 to 1842 during that time
he reported a high rate of conversion throughout burlington and monmouth
counties and particularly in a village called cream ridge 4 joseph smith
visited the branches in the pine barrens while on his 1839 40 journey to
washington DC and is said to have sealed a large number 5 in 1840
alfred wilson a local member informed the church that there were about
one hundred members in cream ridge 6 an 1842 article about william
odthe
of the lord is progressing rapidly in the east
smith reported that the work ofthe
BYU studies 40 no
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especially in new jersey he has baptized 25
since he left home and witnessed the baptisms of a large number more by the

hands of elder E snow and others 7 in
the early i84os
1840s many church members
from the area moved to nauvoo illinois
in order to be with the main body of the
church 8 despite the movement west
large numbers of members remained in
the area throughout the 1840s
i84os in 1842
local convert william appleby reported
something near two hundred members
here probably Reckless
recklesstown
town and in
cream ridge and toms river exclusive
of those who have gone west 9 this mormon invasion as one local historian called
Wm chester 1817
FIG
RG 1i benjamin winchester
w10
o resulted in twenty one branches in
it
the
first
in the
19 01
igol
1901
missionary m
new jersey by 1848 the majority being
pine barrens of new jersey
in monmouth and burlington counties 11
church members at hornerstown built a meetinghouse and it was
reported that the pervading influence in hornerstown is in favor of
mormons
Mor mons 12
the cormons
one toms river historian lists joseph smiths visit there as one of eight
principal events in the town s history 13 another says for a while mormonism was the principal religion in toms river 14 in 1850 although
some converts had already left new jersey for the west the mormon
church at toms river was in a flourishing condition 111515 another local history said that in 1850 this strange sect was at the zenith of its popularity in
mormons built a meetinghouse in toms
this region 16 that year the cormons
ofone
of one historian for awhile the religion seemed to be
river 17 in the words cofone
1118
18
sweeping everything before it 3318
the events in this period mark an important chapter in the history of
early mormonism as well as the history of the pine barrens perhaps
because historians tend to focus on mormonism s main body this story ofa
of a
cormons on the periphery has been largely left untold 19 but this
group of mormons
story has much to offer to an understanding of early mormonism because
the number of converts the church gathered in the area allowed for the forbranches that stood for some time this case provides an oppormation of ofbranches
tunity to look at the interaction of church members with their local
community and to study the effect that major events in mormon history
specifically the succession crisis and the westward migration had on these
saints such study enhances and broadens the story of early mormonism
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nature of the pine barrens

the pine barrens

an area covered with pine trees and sandy soil
encompasses a large part of southeastern new jersey in 1840 the principal
enterprises in the sparsely populated area were the iron charcoal timber
and glass industries although shipping was developing in toms river 20
farming fishing clamming and hunting were also prevalent despite
these means of employment the pine barrens never had enough eco
nomic activity to enrich all its residents 21 A contemporary observed that
people were impoverished because the wood is generally gone & if it
were not that from virginia has precedence in market so the people are
generally poorer than they were a few years back & likely to remain poor
towns & populous neighbourhoods
neighbour hoods can never be on such barren sand
fig 2 accompanying the general poverty of the lineys
Pi neys as the inhabpineys
itants were called was the locals nomadism As one observer put it to
stay two years in a place is a long time for some of them another said
although they frequently move from place to place in the pines still they
generally prefer their present condition to any in which there would be a
better opportunity 22
during the early nineteenth century several accounts were written about
the pine barrens these include accounts by outside preachers working in

odthe
of the infertile terrain of
of new jersey this drawing gives an idea ofthe
the pine barrens ofnew
ofner
mams
wime
williams
Wiff
the region from rita zorn moonsammy david steven cohen and lorraine E wiem
iams
FIG
FG 2

eds pinelands
Folk
Pin elands foik
ilfe
life
folklike
folklife
folkhfe
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the area such as william potts a presbyterian who proselytized in the
21
pines in 1826 23
the most detailed descriptions of the area come from col
eurs peddlers of religious books for the american tract society 24
porteurs
port
colporteurs
eurs had few kind words to say about the cultural state of the
these colport
pines according to one there existed a kind of indifference to culture of
almost every kind except agriculture
agri culture a distaste for reading in order to
secure mental or religious improvement another found that it was no
unusual thing to meet with whole families not a single member of which
could read and that most of the people are very ignorant the colpor
colbor
enables
teurs went so far as to describe the pines as a place where all that enobles
deurs
sic man finds scarce a single friend while their opposing vices reign tri21 statements by those not of the clergy could be harsher still
umphant
um phant 25
one author W FE mayer wrote that the pineys
lineys or as he called them pine
rats were completely besotted and brutish in their ignorance they are
incapable of obtaining an honest living mayer went on to say that pine
rats should not be allowed to continue to exist in the united states 26
recent historians have pointed out the absurdity of such extreme statearea s backwardness even a native and morments but do admit to the areas
mon convert from the area theodore mckean said that his birthplace
allentown consisted of inhabitants seemingly averse to modern innova7327
1117
27
colport eurs to the area it is for the contion 7317
this backwardness drew the colporteurs
dition of such as these ignorant & depraved as they mostly are that the
christian heart should deeply feel & indeed yearn over them 28
the religious society of friends the quakers had been the major
denomination in the region through the early eighteenth century but by
21
the i84os
despite the strong
1840s the methodist church had surpassed it 29
methodist influence in the area the various preachers were mostly in
1130
30
local
agreement that religion in the area was dreadfully paralyzed 0030
industries required work on sunday leading many to form the habit of
neglecting all proper sabbath exercises further the supply of methodist
odthe
of the people in public preaching much
ministers does not meet the wants ofthe
less in private instruction an educated and permanent ministry is greatly
needed few preachers attended to the pine barrens because the missionary must travel far to find few souls & often feel that his best energies
have been spent in contending with the sand he must study the doubtful
road through the wilderness instead of his sermon 31

pine barrens conversions
while it may seem that the residents ofthe
odthe
of the pine barrens were poor and
disenfranchised the colport
colporteurs
eurs and others conceded that not all inhabitants fit the stereotype william potts mentioned that he enjoyed the
company of some cultivated people while he was in the pines 32 one col
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the

owners managers & clerks of the local industries are
generally well informed & some quite refined others of some intelligence
133
333
33
pines
be
here
there
through
found
and
the
another described a
may
3334
1134
34
mormon at toms river as being a man of considerable wealth 3134
likewise mormon converts in the pines were not from the lowest
strata of society 35 statements showing that many of the converts were held
in high esteem by the community were applied to toms river and
hornerstown one local historian went as far as to say that this strange
7336
1136
36
religion took hold of some of the very best people in the community 3336
A look at some ofthe
odthe
of the mormon converts in the region and their experiences
as a result of joining the church will help shed light on who some of these
people were
conversions in toms river in this coastal town the church not only
appeared to be the principal religion at one point but also included prominent citizens a local history claims a number of respectable families
wealth mentioned earlier
joined the church 37 the man of considerable wealty
was probably anthony ivins jr whose family owned the most pretentious
house in toms river fig 3 38 although the patriarch of the family
anthony ivins sr never joined the church his wife sarah and two chil-

porteur said

A

91
515

11

17111

.17
17
il
ll

mckean house this house the
most pretentious house in toms river was
owned by anthony ivins sr and then by washington mckean A local history states the
house was a large two story structure with
dormered windows and double fireplaces in each
end of the house from pauline S miller early
history of toms river and dover township apnp
FIG
FG 3 ivins

1967

13
1213

1

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss1/4

dren margaret and israel
joined along with anthony jr
the other three living children thomas emmeline
and edward did not join
the church anthony jr and
thomas were extensively
engaged in shipping and
31
merchandising 39
anthony
jr also headed a crew of
three hundred from toms
river to expand an inlet in
the county 40
anthony sr s daughter
margaret was married to
washington mckean perhaps the most prominent
citizen of toms river at the
time washington owned a
store some limekilns and
boat docks and was responsible for getting the railroad
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to toms river 41 evidence suggests that margaret mckean was
involved in the presbyterian
church before becoming a mormon she was listed as a potential
teacher in a presbyterian sabbath
school in 1826 42 washington
remained affiliated with the presby terian church 43 their only
byterian
son theodore fig 4 who converted to mormonism some
twelve years after his mother did
benefited from an excellent education 44 he was immersed in his
family s capitalist enterprises
working as a bookkeeper for his
father as well as for his uncles

anthony and thomas this
exposure led theodore to later
have several inducements to
engage in business of a lucrative
41
character 45
his training in sur
veying
beying civil engineering and
business provided skills that were
useful throughout his life both in

k

6

theodore mckean 1829 97 de
scended
scented from two prominent families
theodore joined the church and served as
branch president in toms river before settling permanently in the west from frank
FIG
FM 4

elwood esshom pioneers and prominent
men of utah salt lake city utah pioneers
book publishing 1913 361

16
new jersey and later in utah 46
conversions in the hornerstown area As at toms river the inland
community of hornerstown had a good many respectable people who
adhered to the mormon faith 47 in fact other members of the ivins
family living in hornerstown joined the church anthony ivins sr s brothers charles and james converted as well as rachel and anna ivins daughters of anthony sr s cousin caleb ivins in her later years rachel described
her conversion she was a member of the baptist church when she first
cormons were the
heard the mormon preachers at first she thought the mormons
false prophets the bible speaks of and paid them little attention her sister anna however had joined the church and was able to convince rachel
1I
attended some more
to attend church meetings with her rachel said 1
ofmormon voice of ofwarning
meetings and commenced reading the book of mormon
warning
and other works and was soon convinced that they were true rachel said

I

the result was that a new light seemed to break in upon me the scriptures
were plainer to my mind and the light of the everlasting gospel began
to illumine my soul rachel was further convinced when she heard the
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doctrine that a child who died without baptism would go to the celestial
kingdom and contrasted it to her minister s teaching that the child would
go to hell the contrast was very great showing one to be false and the
other true and I1 was steadily being drawn into the gospel net when
her minister heard of rachels attendance at mormon meetings he told her
ped from the bapthat if she continued to do so she would be disfellowshipped
disfellowship
tist congregation that was the deciding factor she was baptized soon after
then what joy filled my being I1 could sing all the day long and rejoice in
the glorious promises in the gospel 48
ners robother converts from the hornerstown area include the Hor
homers
bins and wikoff families 49 the branch president at hornerstown was
james L curtis who had been on the board of the methodist church in
new egypt 50 alfred wilson another former methodist and andrew
hunter scott were also active church members 51
A member who became a leader in the church in the hornerstown
area and later throughout the northeastern united states was william
recklesstown
town and twice as
appleby he served as branch president in Reckless
president of the eastern states mission although appleby received only a
limited education he studied on his own endeavoring to gain what
knowledge 1I could until he was quite accomplished in academics 52 he
held several positions in education including head of the Reckless
recklesstown
town
academy 1838 41 and school committee clerk for the town of chesterfield
51
new jersey 1840 45 53
an eloquent writer appleby provided a detailed account of his conversion he listened to the gospel in october 1839 when benjamin winchester
first toured the pine barrens appleby recalled being very impressed with
the logical manner in which winchester explained mormon doctrine
joseph smiths visions as recounted by
appleby was not sure what to make of ofjoseph
orson pratt who was also there but appleby was nevertheless impressed 54
one of appleby s most convincing experiences was hearing the testimony of convert alfred wilson wilson was a former methodist and husband of one of appleby s nieces appleby said that wilson was a man in
whom I1 placed implicit confidence appleby recorded wilson s testimony
odthe
myself somewhat and received a certain portion ofthe
odthe
of the spirit ofthe
of the
1I1 I enjoyed myselfsomewhat

while in the methodist church but said he 1 I never knew what true
odthe
odthe
religion or the spirit ofthe
of the lord was until 1I became a member ofthe
of the church
1 enjoy
I
&c in one day now than
to which I1 belong 1
more peace knowledge ac
1I ever experienced or knew before
if you will only humble
and said he jifyou
sed for the remission of your sins
Bapti
yourself in true repentance and be baptised
baptized
ac believing in the fullness odthe
receive the imposition ofhands
of hands &c
the gospel as
of
ofthe
been revealed to joseph smith you too shall know ofa
of a surety these things are
true and rejoice in the same 55

lord

I

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss1/4

8

Fleming: “Sweeping Everything before It”: Early Mormonism in the Pine Barr

80

BYU studies

cormons because of worhowever appleby was hesitant to join the mormons
ries that his academic peers would think him a fool if he became a mormon he wrote 1 I began to contemplate my situation the scorn of the
ac when the tempter taking the advantage says there is no need of
world &c
ac that is all that is required you
sed only live a moral life &c
baptised
bapti
your being baptized
have been converted that is sufficient but if you go to be baptized
sed the
baptised
Bapti
people will laugh at you these concerns caused appleby to forego baptism at that time appleby continued to agonize over his decision until he
visited his mother who counseled if you feel it to be your duty to be baptized go and do it never mind the school william appleby was baptized into
the church on september 211840 appleby believed he made the right decision we returned home with rejoicings he wrote and have continued to
rejoice from that day until the present in the truth 1I have embraced and trust
1I ever may 56 after his conversion appleby became an ardent supporter of
mormonism writing pamphlets including A few important questions mormonism consistent and A dissertation on nebuchadnezzar s dream 57
mormons
losing respect due to his choice to join the cormons
appleby s fears of oflosing
were not unfounded he said 1 I continued teaching school but 1I soon perceived a difference it the school decreased in numbers persons who had
been familiar with me heretofore now appeared reserved and cold
appleby was undeterred and continued faithfully in his new religion the
lord stood by me he said and helped appleby as he set out in proselytizbaptizing
bap tising twenty six 1 I believe into the church in
ing in the region by baptising
the neighbourhood
Neighbour hood surrounding this increased the ire of many towards
me especially some of the professing christians but I1 heeded them not
despite the support appleby received from some prominent members of
the community 588 eventually the membership of the school where he
taught dwindled to the point that appleby had to close its doors 59 thus
william appleby felt some negative effects of his decision
appleby was concerned about his poor health motivating him
towards introspection not long after appleby became a mormon he quit
taking his medicine and decided to trust in the lord appleby said his
health improved after that 60 although appleby struggled with lifelong illof jusness that caused him much financial difficulty he held the positions ofjus
offus
tice of the peace a judge on the court of general quarter sessions and
township clerk 61
while little information is known about the majority of church converts in the region the impression left on the community was that the
converts did not generally fit the stereotype of an uneducated poverty
stricken people A colporteur who disparaged a mormon at prospertown
Prosper town
by saying the convert had no money
money acknowledged that the man was a
62
reader62
great reader
11
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the effect of miracles on conversion
mormons
cormons were known for their many cases of healings and other
miracles in the area one local history said among mormon rites at that
time was the anointing the sick and the laying on of hands of the elders to
13 one local described a mormon
heal diseases 63
town hall as
cormons held meetings there and great
quite a noted place when the mormons
crowds were attracted by the miracles performed by them my mother was
present when a very estimable lady modest and retiring in disposition arose
by the power of unseen influence and discoursed in tongues as it is called in
scripture no one present understood the language 64

several sources record the healing of ofpcople
people in the pines erastus snow
told a story of stacy Hor
ners daughter who was very sick snow blessed
homers
her but she continued to get worse the doctor said there was nothing he
could do for her but the lord heard our prayers and healed her and she
resolved on immediate obedience for 1I told her by the spirit of god that
any time she said she would be baptized she should be able to do it and be
well the girl was baptized and afterward enjoyed good health 65 william
appleby recounted an incident involving two women sick of consumption both of whom decided to be baptized the first achsah bowker was
baptized and then blessed to be healed appleby said 1 I heard from her
some time afterwards she was rejoicing in the truth and the health she
enjoyed the second mary garan was so sick that she had to be supported to prevent her from falling in order to be baptized A few weeks
3366
1166
66
after her baptism she died rejoicing in the truth 3166
therefore not all the sick were healed nor did all who were healed
cormons
become mormons
Mor mons william sharp told of a boy crippled by hydrarthus
hydrarthrus
or white swelling the boy was healed by joseph smith and able to walk
again the boy claimed that he was restored to health by the power of the
almighty through the administrations of the prophet he however never
3367
1167
67
joined the church 1367

cormons and others in the pines
relationships between mormons
Winchesters first efforts in the pine barrens the mor
from benjamin winchesters
mons faced opposition at the beginning of winchester s mission when
mormonism was a curiosity winchester said the honest in heart
exclaimed that it was truth while another class of the community who
loves darkness more than light lifted their voices and influence against it
winchester defended mormonism vigorously and said that while the
preachers were hoping he would be put to shame and forced to abandon
the country with disgrace the actual result was that they put themselves
to shame and instead of exposing mormonism they exposed their own

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss1/4
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wickedness 68 when winchester first went to toms river some members
of a certain sect in this place locked up the school house where winchester was going to preach this act however attracted a crowd and the door
was opened and 1I preached to an attentive congregation 69
benjamin winchester said that because what he preached was different
from what the people expected much of the initial reaction was positive 70
similarly a local history said that a speech given by john taylor in 1851 at
forked river seemed to differ but little from an old fashioned methodist
sermon on the necessity of salvation and taylor made but little allusion
to the peculiar tenets of
ofmormonism
mormonism 71 after winchester s initial success
in the pines he said that local clergymen responded by fumbling over
their old newspaper titles and hunting up all the old stories that was told a
of years ago
probably thinking that by so doing it would rennumber ofyears
der the society and its principles odious in the minds ofthe
of the people so that
odthe
they would stop their ears 72 the negative perception of mormonism in
the area was apparently the result of ofimported
imported prejudices rather than of any
the local church members themselves
malice or misbehavior on the part odthe
of
ofthe
some slanderous stories circulated about mormons
cormons in the pines one
of these was reported in a local history
1

of joseph smiths visit to new egypt new jersey

some amusing stories
probably exaggerated are told at the expense of converts such as of a wealthy
man being told by smith to repair to a particular tree at a certain hour of the
night and pray for direction from heaven and the lord would reply accord
angly the man sought the place and prayed as directed he was answered by a
ingly
voice from above which among other things directed him to give a good
share of his worldly good to the prophet smith but the man seemed to doubt
it being the voice of an angel it sounded more like smith himself concealed
in the branches 73

it is generally believed william appleby noted that the denominavirtue morals or religion and
tion of people 1I belong to are without
3074
1174
74
ac 3374
denominated enthusiasts false teachers impostors fanatics &c
colport eurs
this attitude is most clearly demonstrated by the labels the colporteurs
cormons
attached to mormons
Mormons one colporteur described new egypt as a commucormons a wicked place he
nity of many universalists infidels and mormons
cormons practiced much irreligion
believed the mormons
ireligion the most complimencormons had several ignotary thing a colporteur had to say was that the mormons
rant but zealous priests 75
andrew hunter scott described teaching in mays landing in 1844
where he preached 6 times in the woods & baptised
sed cathern ireland &
Bapti
baptized
sed at present when scott
baptized
Bapti
many more believed but would not be baptised
preached again at mays landing in 1845 many believed the word that
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was spoken but would not obey it being
afraid of persecution 76 apparently the negativity attached to mormonism in the region
had had some effect
henry perkins the most vigorous oppocormons apparently came from
sition to the mormons
reverend henry perkins in 1840 perkins fig 5
was a presbyterian preacher at allentown new
jersey perkins aroused much interest here
allentown and elsewhere by his attacks on
the doctrine of the new faith 77 perkins felt
compelled to respond to the mormon missionaries because they were much disturbing the
peace and minds of the people some two or FIG
5 henry perkins this
three had been drawn away from his com- presbyterian preacher of
new jersey spoke
albento
allentown ne
munion and the excitement was rising when allento
cormons
Mor mons
mr perkins felt constrained to put himself in out against the mormons
buls
edis history
euis
from franklin ellis
the breach of his efforts a local history said
of monmouth county new
his fearless unflinching conduct is remem- jersey philadelphia R T
bered and the result was a powerful blow peck 1885 642
against the spread of smith s obnoxious doc1178
78
benjamin winchester was quick to respond to perkins publishing
trine 3178
71
an examination of
the lecture delivered by the rev H perkins 79
orthe
disrupted meetings opponents sometimes physically interfered with
the preaching of the gospel erastus snow described a meeting in the
woods for which he had near 1000 to preach to but though the majority
yelling
listened with attention about 100
loo young men behaved very bad
and singing and racing horses about the meeting ground with the inten10
william appleby recorded a meeting
tion of breaking up the meeting 80
ac 81I at
where opponents behaved very bad cursing swearing groaning &c
another meeting appleby recorded several students from princeton and
local preachers were laughing talking walking about making remarks
ac were going on profusely appleby responded to the disturbance by
&c
of being the most unmannerly ill
saying 1 I must give you the preference ofbeing
behaved and disrespectful congregation in your manners towards us of
any people I1 have ever been among it is highly unbecoming and reflects
disgrace upon the neighborhood
appleby continued 1 I hold the
office
of justice of the peace when 1I am in my own county but 1I am in
the state and I1 will give you to understand that I1 do not loose the authority
of suppressing vice and immorality when 1I am here appleby went on to
say that it was ridiculous for the sects to send missionaries to the indians to
11
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teach them manners when the indians were so much better behaved
appleby suggested that indians should be sent to teach the preachers some
manners at this point the crowd quieted down and appleby reported
odthe
the lord rested upon me and 1I bore a faithful testimony the
of
the spirit ofthe
1182
82
of truth 3182
ortruth
congregation was attentive and fairly quailer
quailed beneath the power oftruth
oftensions benjamin winchester said that the reaction to his
easing of tensions
debates with the local clergy was that the people were astonished at the
conduct of the priests and returned home with amazement
others
knowing that slander was no argument and that there had no argument
been adduced to overthrow the doctrine that 1I had proclaimed acknowledged that there was no scriptural argument that could be produced to
overthrow it winchester said that as he continued preaching the prejudices of the people wore away and there was a general spirit of inquiry 833
cormons were able to gain and
despite some opposition prominent mormons
retain public positions after their conversions after william appleby converted to mormonism he took several months to visit nauvoo illinois the
town where
recklesstown
headquarters of the church A year after his return to Reckless
he was serving as the president of the branch and doing missionary work
appleby was re appointed as justice of the peace and associate judge for
burlington county for a five year term 884 the ivinses of toms river also
maintained their prominent positions anthony continued his business
and headed the crew to expand the waterway as mentioned above after
theodore mckean returned from utah to toms river from 1855 to 1857 he
simultaneously acted as both branch president of the church there and as
the deputy sheriff of ocean county 85
As mormonism grew in the pines the opposition seemed for the most
part to be less blatant one local historian said it is generally conceded
industry
str and frugality 86
indu
that the mormon converts were noted for sincerity industr
during erastus snow s labors in the regions from 1839 to 1842 he described
little opposition despite rowdy behavior at meetings in the woods snow
seemed to have had general community support when snow was at new
egypt he was warmly attacked by a young methodist preacher but the
audience hissed at snow s opponent until he became so much excited
that he left the house before 1I got through answering his objections 877
william appleby also had an experience where the public came to his
aid in 1848 appleby was intending to preach at cream ridge however a
mr stewart who was the schoolmaster of the school where appleby
intended to hold his meeting went around the neighborhoods
appleby was informed endeavouring to excite the people to prevent us
cormons thieves and robbers but the
from holding meeting calling mormons
trustees decided as the house was free for all it was our privilege to
.7
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cream ridge new jersey here benjamin winchester and other
elders held crowded meetings from edward H anderson A fragment of church
1908 356
history improvement era 11
ii 1908
FIG 6 schoolhouse at

occupy it as well as others nevertheless it was feared by some 1 I believe
on the night of the meeting that the master would lock up the house and
carry off the key to prevent us from holding meeting in the house As a
broughmantan
broughtan
Wikoff one ofthe
preventive measure W peter H wikoffone
an
odthe
brought
of the trustees
brough
axe along with him to open the door if the preceding should be the case
but the key had been left and appleby was able to preach to an overflowing
in88 fig 6
house all not being able to get i111188
andrew hunter scott a local convert described little opposition during his mission in the pines from 1843 to 1845 scott claimed that preachers
continued to circulate slander but of his own treatment scott said we
was treated verry well with one exception A man big by the name of
samuel price at bakers vill said we ought to be bared
tared & fethered & drove
out of the country this man was a methodist 89 despite this one hostile
engagement scott said his overall impression was that the people was
ofcontry
contry & may the lord bless them for
cantry
verry hospitable & in that regeon of
90
israel90
their kindness towards the elders of israel
nevertheless the belief that mormonism was less than rational percormons were perhaps
sisted in the community the feelings toward mormons
william appleby with a mr van doran a prestypified in the dealings of ofwilliam
terian minister appleby said that van doran allowed him to preach in the
by
byterian
area and was much of a gentleman after much debate on religious matdorans s conclusion was that appleby was honest but deluded 91
ters van doran
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although in the pines mormonism may have been considered
respectable notorious or something in between one thing is clear mor
churche
mons in the pines were treated better than their brethren in the churchs
cormons being mobbed
main body there were no cases in the pines of mormons
tarred and feathered displaced or abused in the ways that were typical of
the treatment of the main body of the church from new york to nauvoo
while people in the pines may have objected to mormonism few were
hostile to their neighbors
missionary rhetoric one important interpretation of early morcormons and the larger
monism makes the point that tension between mormons
ofmormon rhetoric that tended to antagonize particusociety was a result of mormon
larly the assertions of mormonism s superiority and other religions
faults 9 2 such rhetoric occurred in the pine barrens in benjamin winchester s gospel reflector a periodical out of philadelphia which however
made the usual assertions in a relatively mild manner 93
william appleby on the other hand could condemn other churches
with fervor the best example of this zeal is a tract called A few important
questions questions that were directed at local clergy appleby felt that if
his questions were answered in a scriptural and reasonable manner not in
spiritualizer
spi
ritualized sense the answers would show what
some dark mysterious spiritualized
priestcraft in all its ungodly and hideous debauchery has been
a system of ofpriestcraft
for ages promulgated sic by false teachers and is now extending far and
wide over the plaine sic of babel on the theme of sectarianisms conflicting doctrines appleby asked Is god the author of all this confusion
this heterogeneous mass of conflicting opinions and compound of nonsense and absurdity on the clergy s claim that they had received the
apostles commission he said you have the same right and it is no more
presumption to say you must build an ark because god commanded
noah to build one but your power is all assumed and therefore there is no
power in it appleby questioned sectarian authority further by asking
11

ana themas against the church of rome when her
why do the sects hurl anathemas
have
haw got any did they not get it
authority is as good as theirs for if they haq
from her as nearly all the most notable sects sprung from her and is she
not denominated the mother of harlots
who are the harlots if she is
the mother

appleby continued in a like manner and closed by saying that when the
clergy finished answering his questions he would have a few more for
14
them 94
apparently appleby did not overconcern himself with muting
his rhetoric
toleration of other religions at the same time some of the rhetoric
mormons in the pine barrens demonstrate a degree of
and actions of the cormons
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tolerance for their neighbors in the midst of his accusation that all sects
were harlots william appleby conceded yet 1I believe in all of them there
are a great many honest hearted souls living up to the best light and
knowledge they have 95 after criticizing of sects in his dissertation on
nebuchadnezzar s dream appleby qualified his statements but do not
understand me that 1I wish or have desire to undervalue the good that has
arisen from the effects of the reformation he then praised john wesley
finally appleby says that the sects have a part of the gospel but not the
fullness of it but as 1I said before they have been the means of doing much
good and they will be rewarded for it it has paved the way for the estab96
lishing ofthe
odthe
of the kingdom 1116
the tolerance that appleby demonstrates seems
to have been prevalent among the members throughout the pine barrens
cormons
Mormons tolerance comes from
another interesting indication of the mormons
the colporteurs
colport eurs of the american tract society although the colporteurs
colport eurs
cormons as heretics who needed to be reformed
indicated that they viewed mormons
they were pleased to report that as a general thing however the mor
mons purchased our books as freely as any other members of the community another said that with very few exceptions we succeeded in
of mind in reference to ourselves & the objects
producing a favorable state ofmind
of our mission & seldom one refused to receive some book other
instances included a mr irons a mormon preacher who rec d it kindly &
promised to read it and another mormon mr bowne who also received
a tract thankfully 97 the colport
colporteurs
eurs found upon returning to the area that
cormons seemed to be converted by their tracts the pednone of those mormons
cormons who are quite numerous at toms
dlers efforts to benefit the mormons
river seem to have proved fruitless their superstition appears to be so
deeply rooted and their self confidence so great as effectually to shield
7098
1198
98
them against the arrows of conviction 3398
cormons in the pines spoke out with less
despite such concessions mormons
restraint when they felt attacked william appleby said he responded
controvertible
strongly because of the glaring and controvertable
controvert able falsehoods that are
odthe
of the present day 99 As benjamin wincheshurled upon us from the clergy ofthe
ter put it As for myself my determination has ever been not to partake of
the spirit of slander and of strife of this kind but when the truth is attacked
I1 always feel bound to boldly defend it an example of winchester s bold
defense is his examination orthe
of the lecture delivered by the rev H perkins of
perkins s speech winchester said of all the absurdity contradiction and
nonsense that 1I ever heard drop from the lips of a man who professes litperkines
erary talents mr P s crowned the climax in response to perkinss
ss claim
Perkin
cormons needed to produce miracles in order to prove the validity of
that mormons
their doctrine winchester pointed out that both the devil and the phari
ahari
sees had requested the same of jesus therefore mr P seeing that you
have followed the example of your great prototype the devil and your

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss1/4

16

Fleming: “Sweeping Everything before It”: Early Mormonism in the Pine Barr

BYU studies

88

Pharis ees in asking for a sign I1 have no hesitation in
predecessors the pharisees
odthe
of the devil winchester realized the contrast
believing that you are a child ofthe
to his more moderate style but still felt justified in that some may think
strange of my sharpness and say that I1 have not charity but I1 can testify
Pharis ees 100
that 1I have the same kind of charity that jesus had for the pharisees
mormons
cormons viewed the martyrdom of the prophet joseph smith as the
ultimate act of persecution after the prophets death in june 1844 mormon rhetoric in the pines became strident of the martyrdom william
has been shed in this boasted land oflib
of libappleby said innocent blood
shed by mobs composed of wicked men aided and abetted by
erty
priest & people winked at by judges & rulers and no redress has been had
this appleby agreed with brigham young
of
ofthis
or atonement made because orthis
that the church should move west in order to leave the mobs and gentiles to perish in their own abominations 101 appleby promoted the idea
cormons in the east will you be conof migration by asking the mormons
when this
to sit down here at your ease among the gentiles
tent
nation has rejected the gospel of peace offered to them our prophet and
patriarch slain by cruel mobs and the church driven into the wilderness 102 appleby went so far as to say 1 I do not believe there was a crime
existing practiced or committed before the flood in the days of noah or
Sod omites before their destruction that is not perpetrated
sodomitess
among the sodomites
committed and practiced by this generation appleby then goes on to
accuse the gentiles of almost all sins imaginable 103
yet even during these tirades appleby counseled the saints perhaps
contradictorily to speak evil of no one neither cast reflections upon the
government for the persecutions we have received our wrongs are
known in heaven and they have been told on earth and let that suffice
104
wise104
be wise
thus attempting to label mormon rhetoric in the pines as
either conciliatory or divisive is a difficult task benjamin winchester
cormons seemingly contradictory acts with two state
summed up the mormons
ments first in reference to the good of the protestant reformation he
moral izing the world but the doctrines
wrote it is true they done good by moralizing
cormons have
they taught were contrary to the holy scriptures second mormons
charity for both protestants and catholics but we do not believe their
105
doctrines to be altogether correct 11105

the succession crisis
the new jersey saints were

faced with a challenge much greater than
public scorn in june 1844 when joseph smith was martyred
marty red at carthage
cormons were now faced with the question of who would be the
illinois mormons
prophets successor as brigham young sidney rigdon william smith and
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james strang all put forth claims brigham young was able to quickly gain
support of a strong majority of the church in nauvoo but the conflict
went on much longer in the eastern branches
soon after rigdon s split with brigham young in september 1844 rigWoods town new jersey
don made a trip to branches in new egypt and woodstown
where he won support 106 early in 1845 jedediah grant and andrew
Woods town to rectify the situation when they
hunter scott were sent to woodstown
arrived scott said they found the minds of the saints in that branch
mutch doubled
toubled in consequence of the falls teachings sidny rigdon and his
ed that they had lost all ofthe
odthe
confesed
saitatites
of the good spirit that they
they confused
confes
once had they had had none meetings for a long time grant and scott
proceeded to recommit the branch convincing all but three people 107
in late 1845 william appleby heard that J H newton a mormon missionary in the area was preaching in favor of rigdon at new egypt
appleby made an appointment to refute newton s teachings the next
evening but he slopped newton sloped next morning and went to
mount holly about 15 miles distant however 1I replied to him in the
108
evening exposing the fallacy of his reasonings 11108
william appleby played a major part in battling apostates in the
region in a circular to the eastern branches appleby counseled the saints
when you pray for yourself pray also for them the twelve and see if
you do not have testimony to know where the authority of the priesthood
is and who has a right to lead the church and be not deceived 109 Apple
appie
appleby
byss
testimony came from a vision he had in september of 1845 in it he saw
joseph smith who counseled him about the importance of the latter day
work and with tears rolling down his cheeks told appleby to never find
110
iio
any fault or lift a hand against the servants of god ilo
odthe
of the vision when he heard of
appleby felt he understood the purpose ofthe
william smiths excommunication william smith sent appleby a pamphlet that promoted smitis
smith s claim against the twelve but his pamphlet
took no effect on me appleby said appleby conceded that there was
quite a time with some of the disaffected members of the church after
josephs death in regard to who should stand as president of the church
ac 111 appleby was nevertheless optimistic about the effects ofthe
the succes&c
odthe
of
sion crisis in the east
slon
apostate spirits and aspiring men the past year have been prowling about
seeking whom they could deceive and lead astray but their success has been
but limited and I1 think it has rather been a benefit to the church than a
detriment for the disaffected spirits have followed them and the few honest
ones that were deceived by them for a time are seeing their error and returning to the true fold 112

in his journal appleby added that apostates will gather the chaff and
tares for the burning 113
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the succession crisis continued in 1846

jesse little as president of the

eastern states mission warned the saints in the east
it is not likely that the summer will pass without the eastern churches being
infested with apostates and disaffected spirits who will prowl about and try
to destroy the church but inasmuch as the presiding elders are good shepherds they can preserve the good sheep give them no place nor quarters
self righteous hypocrites
among you and spend not one hour in hearing
retail slander or tell foolish tales respecting our brethren who have to suffer
14
every reproach and danger 114

although the presiding elders were able to retain the majority of the
church members in the pines schism particularly that due to the followers of james strang continued to cause turmoil in new jersey many
branches in the area stopped meeting because of the confusion when
william appleby visited toms river in october 1848 he found that the
mormons
cormons there had not had any meetings for some two or three years
appleby found that ephraim potter a disaffected mormon had been an
in doing much injury to the cause appleby rectified the
instrument
situation he called a meeting for the next day and reorganized the branch
and five more people were baptized that evening he preached to a full
house in the school this revival of
ofmormonism
mormonism in toms river was apparently a disappointment to many in the city appleby said that outside durac no doubt
ing his meeting people were cursing swearing groaning &c
baptized
satan was mad because we had baptised
bapti sed some as a day or two before it was
remarked before they knew we were in the place mormonism was dead
but 10
lo and behold it had come to life there again enough to make him
and his commissaries
commis saries mad 115 appleby left toms river at the end of the
month in an optimistic mood his hopes appear to have been warranted
mormons built a meetinghouse there two years later
the cormons
there continued to be difficulties further inland however for william
smith along with aaron hooks arrived at cream ridge and convinced
seven or eight of smitis
smiths position john huggins was put in charge of making things ready for william smith to preach there the next sunday upon
hearing this william appleby quickly made his way to cream ridge to rectify the situation and hopefully engage smith that sunday appleby said
that when smith found out that appleby was waiting for him he decided
not to go to cream ridge but to send aaron hooks instead appleby made
ofhooks and re baptized john huggins and all the other desertquick work of hooks
16
ilg
ers shortly after 116
the succession crisis gave mormonism in the pine barrens every opportunity to fall apart but through the diligence of little appleby grant scott
and others the church units in the pines survived appleby declared in 1847
5

though apostates and wicked men have tried and used their utmost endeavors and resorted to every subterfuge to try to overthrow the church and

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

19

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 40, Iss. 1 [2001], Art. 4

early mormonism in the pine barrens ofnew
of new jersey
ofner

91

drive the priesthood from the earth and prostrate the kingdom of god yet
what do we behold the church and kingdom rolls steadily on every day
gives it a new impetus and every moment accelerates its speed and all her
opposers are going to the shades of forgetfulness and ere long will be buried
in oblivion and remembered no more 117

cail west
cali
call
cah
the can
simultaneous to the succession crisis the diligent church members of
the pines had their faith tried when brigham young made known his plan
to move the church west this policy was promoted aggressively to the
odthe
the eastern states miseastern saints in 1846 jesse little then president ofthe
of
sion told the saints they needed to move west in order to enter into your
secret chambers as it were for a little season until the indignation be oer
past for behold the lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants
of the earth for their iniquity 118
william appleby also had promoted the move west in a circular a year
later of the brethren s counsel to move west appleby asked shall we not
harken to their counsel gather with and assist them in bearing off the
kingdom
and like little appleby felt that the saints must flee from
the impending storm that is about to burst with fury upon all nations
for the lord god of israel has began to plead with the nations with flood
and fire storms tempests appleby saw that
war are gathering thick and fast around in our own once
already the clouds of
ofwar
dfwar
happy land consternation fear and divisions are on every side and the
people cannot comprehend the meaning or result but permit me to say that
the destroying angel has been commissioned to go forth in his anger
scattering death and destruction with unsparing hand 119

nevertheless in the same circular appleby counseled the saints in the east
to let all the organizations of the branches be kept up and let every pre120
duty120
siding officer do his duty
many from new jersey left on the brooklyn with sam brannan and
sailed around cape horn to san francisco in 1846 william appleby was in
charge of preparing for a similar voyage the year after but war being
declared between mexico and the united states the voyage for the present
was abandoned and in fact never again attempted 121 between 1846 and
1853 only a few moved west owing to the unsettled condition of the
122
church 11122
in 1853 a group including the ivins family left for utah from
new jersey A local history said that 1853 was a difficult year for the
methodist church in toms river because many families were split due to
falth and their
faith
the conversion of some family members to the mormon gaith
faite
leaving new jersey 123
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andrew hunter scott the
difficulties of leaving home were
probably best illustrated by the
andrew scott fig 7
experience of ofandrew
in 1845 scott went to nauvoo to see
the churchs
churche headquarters and to
attend the temple there while he
was there brigham young told
scott his intentions to move west
orthis
ofthis
of this decision scott said all this
caused me to reflect mutch upon
my own future welfare my family in
a far distant contray
Con
seperated
Sepe rated by
tray separated
condray
lofty mountains & other great mat
ural barriers almost insurmountable at this season of the year some
2000 miles distant after some days
meditation the best corse for me to
persue I1 concluded to obey the
11124
124
council of brigham young 30124
ofbusiness was to
scotts first item of business

FIG 7 andrew hunter scott 1815 74
scott a native of pennsylvania was active

in missionary work in the new jersey pine

barrens from frank elwood esshom
pioneers and prominent men of utah salt
lake city utah pioneers book publish-

convince his wife that moving west ing 1913 275
was the best course this was a heavy
shock for her for she was a member of the methodist church & did not believe in the doctrin of the saint
scott worked on his wife until her mind was some what convinsed
convinced of the
1211
truth & she agreed to go with me the mext
dext spring 12125
scott then began settling his business two or three weeks before he
inflammation on my
was to leave in 1846 he was seised
seisei was with a violent inflamation
lungs which brought me verry low nigh unto deth 1I recovered A little in
miserable for some time I1 than gave up all
nud verry misarable
continud
continua
4 weeks but Conti
hopes of ge thering that spring by this time all the money that scott had
intended to use for moving west had gone to support his family while he
was sick so I1 prayed mutch unto the lord to direct me in what I1 should
keeping an eating house
do he wrote & soon embarked in a business of ofkeeping
wherein 1I made in 2 years sufficient to gether up to sion As scott again
began to plan to move west his wife began to oppose me again by saying
126
she would not go with me & that I1 should not take the children 11126
scott continued with his preparations he sold his dining establishochis
ment and prepared to sell the rest ofhis
of his property ini85o
in 1850 he took a trip to
meet with church members in philadelphia and when he returned four
days later he discovered his wife had de camped
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striped bearley
of
ofnearley
nearley everything valuable by my wife & 2 of
my children she had taken & left of hid herself untill 1I was gone I1
acknowledge the hand of the lord in this thing for she had been a torment to
acknoledge
me for years but I1 will say this mutch in her favour she was a good woman in
all things except she could not believe the religion of the saints 127
1

I found my house

he sold what his wife had not taken took his two remaining children and
started west in company with church members from philadelphia
andrew hunter scott eventually settled in provo utah where he later
served as mayor

william appleby when william appleby headed west in 1849 his
mother would not see him off because it would only add to her already
severe trials and augment her sorrow appleby explained to his mother
that although he regretted causing her such grief
because I1 solemnly feel and believe it to be my duty before my god
imperative and binding for my salvation and exaltation in eternity 1I go in
the name and strength of jesus under the care of my heavenly parent to
iove and mingle with those holding the keys of
love
meet my brethren whom 1I low
the priesthood of the son of god 1I bid you all an affectionate farewell may
dear my kind aged and tenheaven s choicest blessings rest upon you my de
der mother nothing on earth would caused me to leave you but for the
cause of my saviour and those who will not leave all for his sake he says are
not worthy of him
I1 go

demy

I1 hope to see you again in the flesh as it is quite probable I1 may be this
way again before many years ifmy
if my life should be preserved but ifit
ifft
if it is the will
of heaven we should not meet again in time 1I hope and trust we may in a

iffy

celestial world therefore let heaven be your hope and the spirit of the lord
your consolation and neither fret mourn or sorrow for me 1I am in the
hands of my god and under his protection and make the sacrifice to his
128
names honored and glory these are the sentiments of my soul 12

appleby successfully completed the trek and did indeed return to the east
on a mission from 1856 to 1859 but he never saw his mother again as she
passed away in fall 1851

129

ivins and mckean families in 1853 two years after anthony ivins sr
died his family split up when his widow sarah and two sons anthony jr
and israel moved to utah they left behind three siblings who had not
converted and also margaret who remained in new jersey to be with her
husband washington mckean the ivinses took with them theodore
mckean margaret and washington s son who had joined the church just
two years earlier
even though these people had a great deal at stake financially they
were willing to go west 130 theodore wrote
several inducements to engage in business of a lucrative character were
offered by my friends but my heavenly father through dreams and the
agency of his spirit led me to decline them as the whisperings of the spirit
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was to beware of intanglernents
intanglements in business lest your way be hedged up that
you can not gather with the saints many obstacles were thrown in the way

thern
of gathering but my heavenly father overruled them

131

theodore made several trips from utah back to the east and finally
brought his wife and children to utah in 1857 132 he served a mission to the
east in 1869 and when he returned to utah in 1870 he brought his mother
to utah for a short time in salt lake city margaret mckean had her
temple ordinances performed in the endowment house 133 she returned
to new jersey but moved to utah permanently in 1883 her husband having
died in 1877 even before margaret left new jersey the church in toms
river had dwindled to the point that no mormon services were held in
ocean county after 187834
1878 134
A time of decline

in 1856 the new brunswick new jersey daily news reported that the
fact may not be generally known but it is a fact nevertheless that we have
a flourishing mormon church in full blast in new jersey at toms river
their number is quite large and is increasing 135 also in 1856 the zion s
advocate in portland maine reported that there is a large mormon
church in ocean county new jersey which is said to be proselyting young
men and women very fast
they maintain all the tenets of the mormon
law from practicing polygamy
bylaw
church stoutly and although prevented by
they warmly defend and advocate it and that by a course and style of arguodthe
of the place the story conment not at all calculated to elevate the morals ofthe
tinued they have preachers residing there and priests of a higher grade
frequently visiting them from salt lake city and new york 136
one of the higher grade priests who visited from salt lake was
theodore mckean theodore had returned to toms river in december
1855 on business for his uncle anthony from then until 1857 theodore
presided over the branch at toms river having been appointed to that
position by elder john taylor who was presiding in the east taylor was
the president of the eastern states mission at that time and most likely the
higher grade priest out of new york theodore said that during his stay
in toms river the power of god was made manifest in a remarkable
137
degree and I1 was blessed in my labors 11137
mckean also noted that he was
blessed to be appointed deputy sheriff of ocean co N J and did considerable surveying clerking etc to provide for my family 138 appleby was
also back in the east from 1857 to 1859 serving as a missionary and for part
of that time as president of the eastern states mission the i86os
186os seem to
mark the point of the churchs
churche decline in the pines despite this decline
many saints in the area remained faithful including john irons who was
baptized in 1860 and migrated to utah in 1863 139
1
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cormons who remained in new
the details of what happened to the mormons
cormons in utah seem to have lost track of memjersey are sketchy the mormons
bers in the east generally as there was no eastern states mission from 1869
until 1893 when the mission reopened church leaders were able to
account for only fifty five members in all of new jersey 140 local histories
describe some events in 1878 a reverend william small went to new egypt
and founded a mormon sect 141 this sect was apparently one ofthe
odthe
the splinof
claim ed to be the
ter groups as they did not believe in polygamy and claimed
142
original followers of joseph smith 11142
the members sold the meetinghouse at hornerstown to the catholics who tore it down and although the
church organization was gone from hornerstown a few people remained
favorably impressed with the principles 143 in 1878 the members in toms
membership 144 and
river finally sold their church building due to lack of ofmembership
no more meetings were held after that year by 1899 a local historian said
cormons who were making such inroads in the early aos
that the mormons
5os are
cormons
now a thing of the past although an 1890 census listed twenty mormons
141 apparently many of these mormons
in toms river 145
ofthese cormons still desired to move
cormons a local history stated
west of these stranded mormons
although the local church as an organization had ceased to exist some time
previously there were still many members of that faith in the town A singular condition of affairs in several homes there was that some of the furniture
and household goods which had been made ready for packing years previously in anticipation of removing to salt lake still remained in the same
condition hoping they would yet be called to join their brethren in that western city of the saints but for some of them that time never came and their
eyes finally closed without having had a view of the long wished for and far
141
way land of promise in utah 146

conclusion

for a time mormonism was an important force in the pine barrens of
ofpeople joined the church and some connew jersey A significant number of people
verts were among the most respected citizens in their communities these factors along with many prejudices in the community about mormonism
caused the mormon invasion 147 into the pines to receive a good deal of
attention often in the form of animosity nevertheless relations between
church members in the area and their neighbors were in many respects betchurche main body and its neighbors this relater than those between the churchs
tively peaceful coexistence suggests that converts in the pine barrens enjoyed
a different community dynamic than was experienced by the main body of
the church this difference however did not involve any lack of offaithfulness
faithfulness
triai and sacrifice
for these saints demonstrated their loyalty through times oftrial
of trial
further study of early mormonism in the pine barrens might show
modern day mormonism more than the typical
that it resembles the view of ofmodern
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view of early mormonism many historians claim that mormonism has
changed as it is held in much higher regard by american society than previou sly and that the church today seeks a cooperative relationship with its
viously
141
neighbors 148
but the pine barrens case shows that adjustments may need
to be made to such claims study of the church in the pine barrens and
other peripheral communities can enrich our understanding of lesser
known experiences of early mormonism and hence improve our comprehension of the broad sweep of everything before it

stephen J fleming stephenjflemingyahoocom is a masters candidate at cali
fornia state university at stanislaus and a graduate of brigham young university
1999 the author would like to thank his parents for their support and also jed wood
worth anne fleming david whittaker james duke jennifer hurlbut jenny pulsipher and the staff of BYU studies for all their help the author would like to especially
thank his wife lee ann for all her help patience and support

winchester had been proselytizing in the philadelphia area since 1837 but
apparently made his first foray into the pine barrens in 1838 minutes of a conference
of elders and members of the church of the latter day saints held in west township
columbiana co 0 oct 6 1837 the elder s journal of the church ofjesus
of jesus christ of
nauvoo
ofnauvoo
latter day saints i october 1837 15 see also david J whittaker east of
benjamin winchester and the early mormon church journal ofmormon
of mormon history 21
fall 1995 35 and benjamin winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18
1839 times and seasons 1i no 1i november 1839 10
lo
8 1839
2 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 181839
10
1839 11
3 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18
181839
4 erastus snow journal 23 24 erastus snow collection L tom perry special
collections harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah hereafter
cited as perry special collections cream ridge was a small city in new jersey appear
ing on few maps mormon missionaries often refer to being on cream ridge as
though they are referring to it as a geographical location rather than an organized town
Monmouth and ocean counties bayonne NJ
5 edwin salter A history of
ofmonmouth
E gardner and sons 1890 253 microfiche
micro fiche harold B lee library brigham young
university provo utah hereafter cited as lee library
6 minutes of a conference of elders and members of the church of jesus
17th
christ of latter day saints held in the city of philadelphia saturday october i7th
irth
1840 times and seasons 2 no i november 1840 216 times and seasons lists him as
A wilson but since alfred wilson was the only A wilson in fact the only wilson
recorded as a member in the pines 1I have listed his full name
7 report of william smith times and seasons 3 no 2 november 1841 599
8 william appleby who visited nauvoo in 1841 reports that a group including
charles ivins moved to nauvoo that same year william 1I appleby autobiography
holograph 54 church archives family and church
and journal 1848 56 microfilm of ofholograph
history department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city
hereafter cited as church archives john horner the first in his family to be baptized
went to nauvoo in 1843 john M horner adventures of a pioneer embracing the
struggles and triumphs of a long and busy life improvement era 7 1903 513
1
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church history records indicate that william smith arrived in nauvoo on april 22
1844 from new jersey with some forty or fifty saints joseph smith jr history orthe
of the
ad ed rev 7 vols salt
church ofjesus
datter
latter day saints ed B H roberts 2d
of jesus christ of
oflatter
lake city deseret book 1971 66342
342
9 william 1I appleby letter from W J appleby esq times and seasons 3 no 13
may 1842 778 times and seasons apparently misread appleby s middle initial to be a
I1 it is quite clear that W J appleby here was william ivins appleby
7 instead of an L
as this passage appears in william ivins Apple
appleby
byss journal
appie
Monmouth county new jersey philadelphia R T
10
lo franklin ellis history of
ofmonmouth
peck 1885 628 microfiche
micro fiche lee library
11
ii new york new york city mission history of the church in new york city
of jesus christ of latter day saints salt
1986 typescript church archives the church ofjesus
lake city hereafter cited as church archives
12 american tract society transcriptions ofearly
of early church records ofnew
of new jersey
ofner
colporteur reports to the american tract society 1841 1846
NJJ historical
846 newark N
records survey 1940 34
ocean county new jersey philadelphia A D smith
13 biographical cyclopedia of
ofocean
1899 71 microfiche
micro fiche lee library
14 ocean county principals council tides of time in
in ocean county philadelphia C E howe 1940143
micro fiche lee library
1940 143 microfiche
155 the messenger allentown new jersey august 241905
41905 quoted in edward H
anderson A fragment of church history improvement era 11
ii 1908 356
biographical cyclopedia 71
17 while the first latter day saint church meetinghouse was built in 1850
850 the
Presbyte rians not until 1857
methodists did not build a church until 1852 and the presbyterians
ocean county principal s council tides of time in
in ocean county 143 fred graham
bunnell ed A briefffistory
np
np
brief history of the first presbyterian church of toms river NJ ap
briet
micro fiche lee library
1935 5 microfiche
18 biographical cyclopedia ofocean
of ocean county new jersey philadelphia A D smith
1899
micro fiche lee library
199 71 microfiche
cormons in the pines include ronald W walker
19 publications that deal with mormons
rachel R grant the continuing legacy of the feminine ideal dialogue A journal
mormon thought 15 no 3 1982 105 21 and whittaker east of nauvoo 30 83
of
ofmormon
both ofthese
of these deal with events of
early mormonism in new jerseybut
ofearly
jersey but focus on the lives
of individuals rather than the story as a whole anderson fragment of church history 353 58 deals with early church in new jersey as a whole but not in much depth
as the title and length suggest
20 american tract society early church records ofnew
of new jersey 81 toms river is
ofner
located on the coast and is technically not located in the pines but is on the border
growing cranberries is now the principle industry
pmelands
pinelands
Pinelands Folk
m Pm
21 john W sinton creating the landscape in
life ed rita zorn
folklike
folklife
moonsammy david steven cohen and lorraine C williams new brunswick rutgers university press 1987 45 pinelands
Pin elands is the preferred way of referring to the pine
barrens today the pinelands
Pin elands were set aside as a national reserve by president carter
in
m 1978
new jersey 63 81
22 american tract society early church records of
ofnew
ofner
journal of william S potts A mission in the pines of
23 joseph G smoot ed
new jetsey
new jersey in 1826 newjersey
log springsummer
hersey history 106
jersey
spring summer 1988 61 86
multidenominational
multidenommational protestant group that
24 the american tract society was a multi
denominational
sent representatives throughout antebellum america selling traditional calvinistic
works at cost from 1841 to 1846 students attending princeton decided to spend their
166
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summers proselytizing for the american tract society throughout new jersey david
paul nord religious reading and readers in antebellum america journal of the
early republic 15 no 2 1995 242 colporteur is a french word for peddler the col
eurs were peddling religious tracts
porteurs
port
new jersey 108 49 81 63
25 american tract society early church records of
ofnew
ofner
10
lo respectively
26 F W mayer in the pines atlantic monthly 3 1859 566 68 quoted in david
steven cohen folk legacies revisited new brunswick rutgers university press 1995 50
family record of theodore mckean ancestors and
27 theodore mckean
descendants formerly of toms river ocean county new jersey now of salt lake
city utah 112 perry special collections
new jersey 63
28 american tract society early church records of
ofnew
ofner
colport eurs apparently did not consider quakerism to be an acceptable
29 the colporteurs
infl
form of religion as they considered it one of their chief duties to battle quaker inal
uence
of new jersey 107 13
bence see american tract society early church records ofnew
ofner
ofwilliam S potts 64
30 smoot journal of william
31 american tract society early church records ofnew
of new jersey 78 81
ofner
william S potts 6 2 63
32 smoot journal of ofwilliam
of new jersey 81
33 american tract society early church records ofner
ofnew
of new jersey 16
34 american tract society early church records ofnew
ofner
35 for studies claiming that mormonism appealed to the lowest strata of society
tion ofamerican
see nathan hatch the democrate
democrati
democratization
of american christianity new haven conn
yale university press 1989 115 20 marvin hill quest for refuge the mormon
flight prom
flightfrom
1989 1 17 and mario S
hrom
from american pluralism salt lake city signature books 19891
de pillis the social sources of mormonism church history 37 no 1i 1968 50 79
these authors use such terms as socially disinherited
characteristically poor
uprooted unschooled and unsophisticated when describing mormon converts
de pillis specifies monmouth county new jersey in social sources 79
36 biographical cyclopedia 71
37 salter monmouth and ocean counties 253
38 pauline S miller early history oftoms
of toms river and dover township ap
np 1967
micro fiche lee library
25 microfiche
when the proposal for the county to build
115
39 mckean family record 11151
horward
forward
d thomas and anthony ivins offered to donate
their own courthouse was put fb
land for the courthouse to be built on the offer was not accepted miller early history
of toms river 25 instead the courthouse was built on land donated by a mr cloward
anthony ivins sr s son edward was a principal on the ocean county bank sheriff
of ocean county and builder of a yacht named after himself miller early history of
toms river 26
np nd 144
40 edwin salter and G C beckman old times in old monmouth ap
microfiche
micro fiche lee library
41 washington mckean was a board member of the raritan and delaware bay
rail road company washington street in toms river was named for him ellis history ofmonmouth
of monmouth county 621 miller early history of toms river 12 21 salter and
beckman old times in old monmouth 144
42 smoot journal of william S potts 73 A margaret ivins and a mrs wash
ington mckean are both listed 1I understand them to be the same person
43 bunnell first presbyterian church of toms river 5 washingtons father
david wass also active in the presbyterian church at allentown acting as a ruling
elder washington and margarets daughter also did not join the church ellis history
monmouth county 627
of Monouth
ofmonouth
67
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theodore says that before his conversion he
family record 11151
115
Mc Keans education
was not religiously inclined in his early years theodore mckeans
mckeand
included attending the village school at toms river being sent to boarding school
according to the ancient usages at new egypt and receiving tutoring at home when
theodore was not studying he was employed principally in my fathers store where
some of the intricacies of merchandising became a study mckean was thus engaged
until he was sixteen when professor william mann of mount holly burlington
county NJ a friend of my parents took charge of my education at his academy at
that place there all the higher branches of learning were taught including languages
the professor being a linguist of no common order at manns academy theodore
and a
was also taught theoretical and practical surveying and civil engineering
that branch was given me besides other branches oflearn
of study in thatbranch
of learnthorough course ofstudyin
ing common to a high school of that character mckean family record
11
112 141
11141
14
see E M woodward and john F hageman history of ofburlington
burlington and mercer counties
new jersey with biographical sketches of many of their pioneers and prominent men
philadelphia everts and peck 1883 187 88 for information about manns academy
116
45 mckean family record
Keans life
mckeand
mckeans
46 theodore mckean used these skills in utah A synopsis of Mc
found in the front matter of mckean family record says that he was
44 mckean

prominently and actively identified with every important movement in the
community he was a leading figure in military affairs attaining the rank of
colonel he held the position of territorial marshal territorial road commissioner sheriff and surveyor of salt lake county collector of internal revenue
county assessor and for 16 years a member of the salt lake city council he
was one of the explorers of the weber valley for coal and discovered the
grass creek vein he was a director later vice president and for a time superintendent
of ZCMI
in
ZCML and was also interested in railroads politics and fine
horse breeding
in all the walks of life he was steadfast and faithful and
had a genial personality
odthe
superintendent ofthe
of the salt lake asylum and hospital could have been added to this list
mckean family record 131
47 salter monmouth and oceanside counties 252
48 rachel ivins grant how 1I became a mormon 1i typescript church
archives rachel ivins married jedediah grant and was the mother of
heber J grant
ofheber
ners who lived in hornerstown and the rob
Hor
horners
49 for information on the corners
bainses who lived in Reckless
recklesstown
town see frequent mentions in appleby autobiography
binses
koffs who lived at cream ridge see anderson
wikoffs
and journal for information on the Wi
fragment of church history 353 58
1839 n
H
181839
50 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18
51 salter monmouth and oceanside counties 253 andrew hunter scott journal
andrew hunter scott perry special
1844 1869 under A H scotts boock papers of ofandrew
collections
applebys
bys parents were able to provide only the means of a limited educa52 Apple
pre severing
tion appleby says that he was possessed with quite an ambitious and presevering
spirit and therefore made an effort to shun low company and endeavored to get
into company of those whom I1 considered as good or a little better than myself but
dispise the virtuous poor despite his lack of formal training on rainy days or
never to dispose
ac endeavour
ofleisure
of leisure 1I would be at my desk reading writing studying arithmetic &c
ing to gain what knowledge I1 could and add to what little I1 had already acquired
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and while at school always endeavoured to excel and retain the head of my class
appleby therefore acquired an education by personal application to the studying of
I1 took great delight after I1 had learned to read in studying
books and by practice
ac appleby summed up
and perusing books of different kinds history biographies &c
his interests by saying any thing sublime either of nature eloquence or art I1 had
strong attachment for it appleby autobiography and journal 3 7 10
lo
in addition his journal was filled with his poetry and he apparently delighted in
elaborate calligraphy ronald G watt calligraphy in brigham youngs office utah
historical quarterly 45 no 3 1977 265 69
burlington and mercer counties 284
53 woodward and hageman history of ofburlington
Win chesters
54 appleby autobiography and journal 28 34 it should be noted that winchesters
writings are well written and logical in addition appleby complains of finding in
his youth that the methodists were illogical pratt apparently gave a very detailed account
odthe
of the spiritual foundations of Mormonism which appleby recorded the account adds
ofthe
some details to the common understanding of the events
55 appleby autobiography and journal 35 36 alfred wilson died in the pines
without being able to move west salter monmouth and ocean counties 253
56 appleby autobiography and journal 37 40
57 william I1 appleby A few
fm important questions 1843 reprint independence
mo joseph smith jr s rare reprints 1990
appleby demonstrated an excellent knowledge ofwestern
of western and christian history
showing
in A dissertation on nebudchadnezzar s dream sh
ing that the kingdom spoken of
shing
by daniel the prophet was not set up in the days orthe
of the apostles and the order orthe
of the
kingdom explained philadelphia brown bicking and guilbert 1844 microfilm

lee library
appleby makes free use of latin phrases in his tract mormonism consistent 1843
reprint independence mo joseph smith jr s rare reprints 1990
58 influential men signed a statement declaring appleby to be a man of morality
whom were
veracity integrity and truth sixteen people signed the note only two of ofwhom
mormons
cormons
Mor mons the non mormon signers included william price sr J W bro
brown and
james pearce who were indeed influential in Reckless
town where appleby was residrecklesstown
well as a manager of a
weil
weli
wed
ing william price sr was the first keeper of the to
town tavern as wen
drugstore J W brown was listed as one of Reckless
towns freeholders james pearce
recklesstowns
was one of the first merchants in the town the keeper of the tavern after william price
and the first postmaster in the town woodward and hageman history of ofburlington
burlington
and mercer counties 167
287 288 1 was not able to locate information on the other sig
167287288.1
1672872881
natories
na tories but the above three were prominent in the town running the tavern was
apparently a prominent position in the town it should be noted that william price
was william Apple
applebys
bys father in law appleby wrote that among these men my religious opinions made but little difference appleby autobiography and journal 55
59 appleby autobiography and journal 51 54 appleby however was able to
be involved in education in utah acting as librarian and a regent for the university
of deseret
60 appleby autobiography and journal 53 appleby continued to have health
problems after this time and at one point his lungs began to hemorrhage
61 appleby autobiography and journal 56 in utah appleby served as a personal
secretary to brigham young a clerk for a utah court a treasurer for the territory of
utah and a regent and librarian for the university of deseret
62 miller early history of toms river 19
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the messenger
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allentown new jersey august 24
1905 quoted in anderson
241905

fragment of church history 356
64 james L wikoff letter to the editor the messenger allentown new jersey
august 241905 quoted in
m anderson fragment of church history 355
65 snow journal 30
66 appleby autobiography and journal 122123
cormons
Mormons in new jersey 1897
67 william sharp the latter day saints or mormons
typescript 2 church archives
68 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18th
i8th
irth 1839 10
11
i8th 1839 n
irth
69 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18th
i8th 1839 10
irth
70 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18th
71 salter monmouth and ocean counties 253
i8th 1839 10
irth
72 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18th
73 salter monmouth and ocean counties 253 54
74 appleby autobiography and journal 55
i6
ia
of new jersey 33
75 american tract society early church records oan
3416
3034
3334
ofn
and 1844
76 scott journal under A H scotts boock and chapter 2nd
77 the messenger allentown new jersey august 241905 quoted in anderson
fragment of church history 353 54
monmouth county 628 reverend henry perkins 1796880
78 ellis history of
1796 1880
880
ofmonmouth
graduated from the theological seminary at princeton in 1820 and began his ministry at
allentown at that time his presbyterian congregation at allentown grew significantly
under his ministry and perkins is remembered as faithful and affectionate as a pastor
ever seeking the highest good ochis
ofhis
Mc
Keans father
of his people ironically washington mckeans
mckeand
perkinss
perkmss
david mckean was an elder in
m perkiness
of monmouth
ss congregation ellis history ofmonmouth
Perkin
county 628 29 640 41
79 benjamin winchester an examination of a lecture delivered by the rev H
perkins church history library the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt
lake city hereafter cited as church library
80 snow journal 3132
81 appleby autobiography and journal 243
82 appleby autobiography and journal 130 31
irth 1839 10
83 winchester letter of benjamin winchester june i8th
lo
log 7
84 appleby autobiography and journal 106
21 theodore left new jersey for utah with
family record 120 2fl
85 mckean
several family members in 1853 he stayed in utah less than a month and then headed
back to new jersey to the astonishment and surprise of my family and friends while
there he purchased merchandise for his uncle anthony jr then returned to utah in
april 1854 in 1855 theodore again headed to the east to do business for anthony he
stayed in toms river until 1857 at which time he left with his wife and children and set18 20 theodore s uncle
tled more permanently in
m utah mckean family record 118
edward ivins was the county sheriff miller early history of toms river 26
86 salter monmouth and ocean counties 253
87 snow journal 29 30
88 appleby autobiography and journal 243 peter wikoff may have been a
member of the church as many wikoffs from the area joined
89 scott journal under A H scotts boock
go
and 1844
90 scott journal under chapter 2nd
gi appleby autobiography and journal 132
91
americans new
ofamericans
92 R laurence moore religious outsiders and the making of
york oxford university press 1986 25 47 moore asserts that cormons
mormons
Mormons were different

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss1/4

30

Fleming: “Sweeping Everything before It”: Early Mormonism in the Pine Barr

BYU studies

102

because they said they were different and because their claims frequently advanced in
the most obnoxious way possible prompted others to agree and to treat them as such
moore claims that it was this rhetoric that brought down upon them the brutal persecution that they suffered moore religious outsiders 31
32
0132
3132
93 see especially the present condition of both jews and gentiles with regard
to religion gospel reflector 1i no 1i 1841 4 14 the present condition of the religious world represented by the similitude of a dream gospel reflector i no 1i 1841
14 18 and dear sir gospel reflector 1i no 2 1841 44 48
94 william 1I appleby A few important questions 1843 reprint independence
mo joseph smith jr s rare reprints 1990 3 7 912 see also appleby nebuchad
nez zars dream for similar assertions
nezzars
95 appleby A few important questions 9
96 appleby nebuchadnezzar s dream 20
ig
of new jersey 16 100
1819
loo 18
97 american tract society early church records effew
offew
98 american tract society early church records effew
of new jersey 11
ii
offew
99 appleby A few important questions 1i
i8th 1839 10
irth
100
loo winchester letter of benjamin winchester june 18th
lo winchester
in with A H
examination ora
of a lecture 1 2 612 william appleby had a similar run
runin
ofa
wickersham in delaware see appleby mormonism consistent
101
lol appleby autobiography and journal 217152
loi
iol
102 william 1I appleby circular to the church ofchrist
of christ oflatter
of latter day saints in the
east philadelphia bicking and guilbert printers 1847 4
103 appleby autobiography and journal 244 appleby was seemingly obsessed
with the notion of
odthe
the nations wickedness leading to the apocalypse two of
odthe
the items
ofthe
ofthe
he wrote on this subject are a tract called signs odthe
of the times which I1 have not been able
ofthe
to locate and a poem in his journal pages 23
231 32
2332
of christ 5
104 appleby circular to the church ofchrist
105 present condition of both jews and gentiles 12 dear sir 45
log thomas J gregory sidney rigdon post nauvoo BYU studies 21 no i
106
1981

51

52

scott journal under chapter 2nd
and 1844
appleby autobiography and journal 134
log
of christ 7
109 appleby circular to the church ofchrist
no
llo
lio appleby autobiography and journal 149
ilo
ili appleby autobiography and journal 149 williams smiths pamphlet has not
ill
in
107
108

been located
112 appleby circular to the church ofchrist
of christ 5
113 appleby autobiography and journal 164
culan to the church ofjesus
Cir
datter day saints
circular
of jesus christ oflatter
of latter
114 jesse C little cit
scattered abroad through the eastern and middle states greeting peterborough
Peterborough

np
NH ap

1846

4

appleby autobiography and journal 243
116
ilg appleby autobiography and journal 246
of christ 3
117 appleby circular to the church ofchrist
118 little circular 3
christ 5577
119 appleby circular to the church of
ofchrist
christ 4
120 appleby circular to the church of
ofchrist
121 appleby autobiography and journal 163
mormons
cormons
122 sharp
Mormons in new jersey 2
123 miller early history of toms river 21
115
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scott journal under nov loth 1845
125 scott journal under nov loth 1845
126 scott journal under nov loth 1845
127 scott journal under nov loth 1845
128 appleby autobiography and journal 250 51
129 appleby autobiography and journal 286 appleby was called to the east
again in 1856 to 1859 he served as eastern states mission president for part ofthat time
appleby died in utah in 1870
870
family record 119 anthony jr apparently intended to con130 mckean
tinue his capitalist enterprises in utah theodore mckean said that right after they
arrived in utah he assisted my uncle anthony ivins in arranging and disposing ofhis
ochis
of his
118
merchandise mckean family record lib
18 20 israel ivings
ivinss son anthony W
born at toms river in 1852 became an apostle in the church and served as a coun
selor to george albert smith see ronald W walker young tony ivins dixie fron
tiersman in this issue of BYU studies
family record 116 while theodore achieved prominence in
131 mckean
salt lake he also suffered many of the privations of the early utah settlers such as
those experienced during and after the evacuation of salt lake city for johnstons
army when we were without furniture not having a table we were reduced in cir
clr
cum stances and without the necessaries and comforts of life notwithstanding our
cumstances
heavenly father blessed and sustained us during the time mckean family
record 1241
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mary gullick never joined the church she did move to utah and died there theodore
married two more times plural marriages
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important events records ofindian
villages chronology of ofimportant
of prominent
of indian wars portraits ofprominent
persons and biographies of representative citizens ogden W H lever 1898 416
irons served as bishop of sanpete from 1877 to 1898 william sharp says that around
1865 the members began to meet less regularly in toms river sharp the latter day
mormons
saints or cormons
Mormons in new jersey 3
140 history of the church in new york city
141 salter monmouth and ocean counties 254
ellis
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of
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fragment of church history 357 58
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ellis history ofmonmouth
of Monmouth county 628
an idea common among historians and sociologists is that mormonism
started as a reactionary sect which attracted those on the fringe of society and which
was therefore seen as disreputable and that only after utah achieved statehood did
mormonism begin a long process of becoming more mainline and respectable up
until the present at which time the church has largely achieved this status see especially
klaus J hansen mormonism and the american experience chicago university of
chicago press 1981 armand L mauss the angel and the beehive the mormon struggle with assimilation urbana university of illinois press 1994 and mario de pillis
viewing mormonism as mainline dialogue 24 winter 1991 60 67 for various
works on this theme
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